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SUMMARY OF THE INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL.  

An International Summer School was organised from 24 to 28 June 2019 in Waterford, 

Ireland as part of the outreach program of EFIPLANT and WIT (Waterford Institute of 

Technology). The title of the summer school was “Protecting the Forest Resource: Risk 

assessment and Management using Innovative Tools”. As part of the summer school there 

was a particular focus on the risk tools developed in the PLURIFOR project. One session of 

the talks on Tuesday 25 June was dedicated to PLURIFOR results and colleagues from the 

PLURIFOR project were engaged in field and laboratory work highlighting the tools from the 

project. Participants from EFIPLANT, INRA, CETEMAS, Neiker and CIF-Lourizán all 

contributed to the summer school. 

The summer school had 28 attendees attending for the whole week from 15 countries (12 in 

Europe and 3 outside of Europe), and in addition there were a further 7 attendees from 

Ireland for the Tuesday talks, and approximately 10 to 12 further participants on the 

Wednesday field day at the John F. Kennedy arboretum in Ballysop, including members of 

the Irish Forest Service and staff of the arboretum. 

 

1. Summer School Program 

The summer school took place in Waterford, Ireland and was hosted by the Waterford 

Institute of Technology (WIT). 

The summer school was divided into field visits, field activities, lectures, computer and 

laboratory training sessions, and group work and discussions: 

Day 1. Monday 24 June 

a. Morning Field Visit: Forests showing impact of different hazards 

b. Afternoon Group Work: Discussions based on field visit 

Day 2. Tuesday 25 June 

a. Morning Opening of the summer school by Mr. Andrew Doyle, Irish 

Minister of State for Food, Forestry and Horticulture (Figure 1) 

b. Morning Talks on risk tools developed in the PLURIFOR project 

c. Afternoon Talks on forest risk tools 

Day 3. Wednesday 26 June 

a. Visit to JFK arboretum: Collect field data and test tools 

Day 4. Thursday 27 June 

a. Morning Laboratory:  Using tools with field data to assess risk 

b. Afternoon Laboratory:  Using tools with field data to assess risk 

Day 5. Friday 28 June  

a. Morning Talks: Mitigating risk and crisis management 

b. Morning Group Work: Scenario testing, crisis management, group 

presentations 
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The full summer school program can be found in the Appendix. A selection of photographs 

illustrating the field visits, field work, talks and laboratory sessions are shown below. 

2. Discussion 

The summer school was an excellent forum for introducing the outputs of the PLURIFOR 

project. It allowed the tools from the PLURIFOR project and other risk tools and 

methodologies to be considered in real situations. The Monday visit was to a farm forestry 

site near to McGarth’s Cross (Figure 2) and to Kilclooney Forest (Figure 3), which is 

predominately a commercial spruce forest. These two sites provided a focus for the summer 

school and allowed an investigation of the challenges facing forestry in such locations, the 

hazards affecting the trees now and into the future, and how to incorporate these threats into 

management plans. The final session of the summer school involved group work in 4 groups 

(Figure 12), in which each group was asked to discuss the topics listed below and to report 

back to the whole summer school on their ideas and plans:  

1. What are the objectives for each site? 

2. What approach would you take to achieve these objectives? 

3. What threats does each site face? 

4. What information do you need to assess the threats and how would you obtain it? 

5. How would you incorporate the threats into your management plan? 

6. How would you monitor the sites in the future? 

The groups provide excellent responses to the questions. The groups suggested how a 

number of the tools presented and used during the week in the lectures (Figure 4), laboratory 

sessions (Figure 5, Figure 6, Figure 7, Figure 10, Figure 11), and arboretum field work 

(Figure 8, Figure 9) could be helpful in analysing the current situation and the probable future 

situation, assessing the threats to the forests, and incorporating those threats into their 

management plans to ensure the objectives for each site were met. 

3. Conclusions 

1. International Summer Schools offer an ideal opportunity of presenting results from 

European projects to a wide audience who can potentially utilise the project 

deliverables and will spread the word about these deliverables. 

2. Bringing together expertise from within a European project, such as PLURIFOR, and 

from outside the project is an excellent way to engage in critical evaluation of EU 

project deliverables, and to plan future work that can build on the interactions 

between researchers, practicing foresters, forest planners, and other stakeholders. 

3. Summer schools provide an ideal environment for sharing knowledge and experience 

across Europe and further afield, and for developing strong peer groups in the 

forestry community who will be able to support each other in the future. 

4. Within the European Union there is an outstanding group of young foresters, forest 

engineers, and forest scientists that are highly educated, extremely engaged and who 

are willing to utilise the new tools and technologies becoming available to assist in 

forest planning and management. These foresters, engineers and scientists will help 

to ensure that European forests are managed in a sustainable and resilient manner in 

the future. 

5. Incorporation of training and education as part of EU projects will have enormous 

future benefits for European forests and the citizens who depend on them.  
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Figure 1: Mr. Andrew Doyle, Irish Minister of State for Food, Forestry and Horticulture opening the summer school 
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Figure 2: Field visit to farm forestry site near McGrath's Cross, Waterford 

 

Figure 3: Field visit to Kilclooney Forest 
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Figure 4: Participants listening to lectures on risk tools 

 

 

Figure 5: Training in the use of fire risk assessment tools 

 



 

Project SUDOE PLURIFOR  vii 
 

 

Figure 6: Training in the use of drones in forestry 

 

 

Figure 7: Training in pathogens affecting forest trees 
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Figure 8: John F. Kennedy arboretum in Ballysop. The arboretum was used for the field training day. 

 

 

Figure 9: Preparing a drone with a thermal camera for a flight during the field training session in JFK Arboretum 
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Figure 10: Training in the use of MCDA (Multi Criteria Decision Analysis) 

 

 

Figure 11: Training in computer-based risk tools 

 



 

Project SUDOE PLURIFOR  x 
 

 

Figure 12: Group discussion at the end of the summer school 
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