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Increasing risks to European forests
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Variation of possible causes: climate change, forest management, intensified global trade.......
They don’t stop at country borders 
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Increasingly acknowledged in policy and 
visible in media
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Research proposes to

• Emphasize prevention and mitigation measures and forest 
management instead of suppression

• further improve forest risk monitoring, assessment and 
reporting

• Strengthen knowledge transfer and capacity building
• Addresses knowledge gaps
• Expand transboundary cooperation in risk management 
• Enhance coordination, communication, operational 

assistance
• Ensure availability of timely information
• Support holistic approaches across different risks
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Start-up project for a ‘European Forest Risk Facility’
(FRISK-GO) 2013 - 2015
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Facilitating cooperation and exchange as an 
unbiased and neutral platform between 
existing communities that address or are 
affected by disturbances and risks to 
European forests.



Outputs

• Elaborating Strategy and Business 
Plan

• Network facilitation
• Activities

o Expert workshops
o Exchange of experts
o Case study compilation

• Development of tailored product 
and services fact sheets (> 50)
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; EoE Norway – Spain, EoE Czech Republic etc.



European Forest Risk Facility -
network nodes
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Regional network nodes



Cases study examples
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Ice storm Slovenia 2014
- Expert support and exchange -
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Norway winter fires 2014 
- Exchange of Experts Norway/Spain -
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Windstorm in Catalonia December 2014

• “Increased fuel loads for coming 
fire season” 

• “Critical as build up has taken 
place in the Urban-Wildland-
Interface”

• “Susceptibility of damaged stands 
to insect outbreaks” 



Windstorm in Belarus July 2016

Exchange of Experts “EoE Forest”: Belarus-Germany-France-Basque Country
Topics: Storm, Disturbance and Forest Resilience Management
15-21 April 2018



Sharing lessons learned from the 
European Forest Risk Facility and 
facilitating knowledge exchange: 

The RiskPlatform tool 

Laura Nikinmaa



sure.efi.int

A web platform for 
sharing knowledge 
and experience

Open for everyone to 
register

https://www.riskplatfor
m.org

What is the 
RiskPlatform?

https://www.riskplatform.org/


Thank you
andreas.schuck@efi.int
alexander.held@efi.int
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https://resilience-blog.com/ 
https://sure.efi.int/
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